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A VIEW OF THE NOKTH WALL, CITY OF DUBLIN 



The above engraving will readily be recognised by any ' 
inhabitant of our metropolis, as presenting a correct view 
of thai point which may be said to be at once the termi- 
nation of the city and the bay, and which is usually called 
the north wall. As we shall have occasion in a subse- 
quent page to describe at ie^igth the light-house on the 
south wall, we feel it would only be needlessly occupying 
space to notice the one here represented. 



THE IRISH PEASANTS—HALLOWEEN. 

It was the night of the festival of All Hallows, when 
every peasant implicitly believes that the fairies and other 
supernatural beings have double power over the destinies 
of mortals ; I had been out shooting during the day, and 
was invited by a small farmer, whose cabin was situated 
near the top of the long mountain at Glen Cullen, to 
"cum up in the evenin' an' look at the boys an colleens 
divartia' themselves ;" and of course accepited of his invi- 
tation. The principal room, which usually served as 
kitchen, was the spot where the fun was held ; and as I 
entered, a fine handsome-looking youth, with strong 
athletic limbs, and a good-humoured blue-eyed girl were 
dancing away on the door, which was taien off the hinge?, 
and elevated on four sods of turf, as a plac« " fur footin' 
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id -." all round the room were seats of various kinds, froiii , 
the high-backed chair of the grandfather, to the three- 
legged stool of the youngest son ; and many " a daciiit 
boy" was seated on the bare earth beside the boss occu- 
pied by bis " own little colleen," rather than by accepting 
of a seat be removed to a distance from her, " an' he not 
knowin' what design the fairies might have on her." — 
Large jugs of " raal mountain dew," mixed into punch 
for, the ladies, stood smoking on a table at one, extremity, 
and at the other was the peat fire, blazing brightlj', as- 
sisted by an occasional poke of granny's crutch, who 
quietly sucked her'*' ould pipe," and looked on with 
much good humour at the pranks of the youngsters. Be- 
side her was seated a thin, pale girl, whose black, hair was 
combed completely back, and fasietted with a piece of rib- 
band, and whose brilliant eyes were intently" watching 
two nuts that she had placed in the fire, to burn, as she 
said, "just for the sake ov thryin' iv her sweetheart id 
lave her or not." A fair-haired, healthy-looking youth, 
who was crouched behind her so that she was unaware, of 
his presence, tried in vain to suppress a laugh, as he 'saw 
the motionless eagerness with which she watched their 
blazing J and when the stifled " i)a, ha, ha," made his pre- 
sence known, siie turned round and laughed too, wliii? « 
crimson blush, that was doubly vivid from her paleness of 
feature, luaatkd o*er tier fuce and ueck, When the eou- 



